Instructions: Print the Organism ID Cards, fold them in half, and
laminate them.
Optional: Punch two holes in the top of the cards to attach string so
students can wear the cards around their neck.
DISCLAIMER: The images used in these cards were taken from
GOOGLE Images strictly for educational purposes.

Blue Crab
Ø Fishy facts: I am the crab you all like to eat. But be careful, when
alive, I have razor sharp pincers! I can also swim very fast using my
back legs called “swimmerets.”
Ø What’s on the menu: Fish, oysters, clams, snails, shrimp, worms
and other crabs.
Scientific Name: Callinectes sapidus
Phylum: Arthropoda
Class: Crustacea

Bluefish
Ø Fishy facts: I am a very fast swimmer. I often swim in schools
chasing the packs of small fish. Fishermen call me a “snapper” when
I am small. I have very sharp teeth, so please be careful if you catch
me!
Ø What’s on the menu: Herring, silversides, clam, and squid.
Scientific Name: Pomatomus saltatrix
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Osteichthyes

Hard Clam
Ø
Fishy facts: I am an invertebrate. That means I don’t have a
backbone. Even though I look small inside my shell, I have a
heart, kidneys, and a digestive system. Scientists call me a “filter
feeder,” because I like to eat small critters in the water called
“plankton.”
Ø What’s on the menu: Plankton.
Scientific Name: Mercenaria mercenaria
Phylum: Mollusca
Class: Bivalvia

Fluke or Summer Flounder
Ø Fishy facts: I am a type of flatfish, meaning that I lay flat on the
bottom, and have both eyes on one side of my body. I am known as
a predator. To protect myself from being eaten, I can change colors
or camouflage myself to look like the marine floor.
Ø What’s on the menu: Squid, clam, and small fish.
Scientific Name: Paralichthys dentatus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Osteichthyes

Plankton
Ø
Fishy facts: Contrary to popular belief, I am not evil. Yes, I
may try to steal the Crabby Patty on SpongeBob SquarePants, but
in real life I help provide oxygen and food to many aquatic critters.
In a process called “photosynthesis,” I take in carbon dioxide and
water, and turn them into oxygen and sugar.
Ø What’s on the menu: Sunlight, carbon dioxide, and water.

Striped Bass
Ø Fishy facts: I am what scientists call an “anadromous” fish. That
means that I spend most of my life in saltwater, but I swim to
freshwater to reproduce. Because I don’t have any teeth, you can
hold me by the mouth if you catch me. But watch out for my dorsal
fin, I have very sharp spines!
Ø What’s on the menu: Almost any kind of small fish as well as
several invertebrates, particularly crabs and squid.
Scientific Name: Morone saxatilis
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Osteichthyes

Herring Gull
Ø Fishy facts: I live along the coast, as well as inland. I like to follow
fishing boats and wait for the bait to be thrown in the water.
Fisherman will look to see where we are feeding on bait fish to find
the bigger fish to catch.
Ø What’s on the menu: Clams, shellfish and fish.
Scientific Name: Larus argentatus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Aves

Sea Robin
Ø Fishy facts: I’m not a bird, but my pectoral fins look like wings. They help me
defend myself against predators. I live on the bottom and my legs help me move
around. If you are lucky enough to catch me, I might just bark at you!
Ø What’s on the menu: Shrimp and small fish.

Scientific Name: Prionotus carolinus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Seaweed
Types: Red, green, brown, and blue-green
Ø Fishy facts: Plants, such as me, provide you with the air or oxygen
that you breathe. Using organs called “chloroplasts” and the sun, we
take in carbon dioxide and water; and turn them into oxygen and
sugar. This process is called “photosynthesis.”
Ø What’s on the menu: Sunlight, carbon dioxide, and water.

Silverside
Ø Fishy facts: Most fishermen call me “spearing,” aka the bait. I don’t
get very big--15 centimeters at most. You’ll often find me swimming
in large schools. Safety in numbers!
Ø What’s on the menu: Plankton and occasionally algae.
Scientific Name: Menidia menidia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Osteichthyes

Little Skate
Ø
Fishy facts: People often mistake me for a sting ray because
we look very similar. However, I won’t sting you; I have no
stingers. I live on the bottom.
Ø What’s on the menu: Hermit crabs, clams, and shrimp.
Scientific Name: Leucoraja erinacea
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Chondrichthyes

Squid
Ø Fishy facts: I move backwards using jet propulsion. I suck water into
my body and then release it outward to move. Most of you know me
as “calamari” – fried squid.
Ø What’s on the menu: Fish and invertebrates.
Scientific Name: Loligo sp.
Phylum: Mollusca
Class: Cephalopoda

Sun
Ø I am the only star found in your solar system and am about 4.5 billon
years old! One hundred and nine Earths would be required to fit
across my belly, and I could fit over 1.3 million Earths inside it! I
provide energy to all the creatures on Earth; without me no one would
survive.

