Instructions: Print the Organism ID Cards, fold them in half,
and laminate them.
Optional: Punch two holes in the top of the cards to attach string
so students can wear the cards around their neck.
DISCLAIMER: The images used in these cards were taken
from GOOGLE Images strictly for educational purposes.

LARGEMOUTH BASS
Ø Fishy facts: I have a very keen sense of sight, and as long as the water is clear I
can see anywhere from 5 to 100 feet! I can live for 23 years and grow to be
about 10 pounds.
Ø What’s on the menu: Anything I can get my mouth around! When I’m small I
enjoy plankton and insects. As I grow, I target larger organisms such as fish,
small mice, and baby ducks.
Scientific Name: Micropterus salmoides
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Bluegill
Ø Fishy facts: If you are freshwater fishing for the first time, I might be the first
fish you catch! I am also known as a panfish because I fit perfectly in a pan.

Ø What’s on the menu: I enjoy eating small invertebrates and very small fish.
Scientific Name: Lepomis macrochirus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Brown Bullhead
Ø Fishy facts: Because of my poor eyesight, I taste the mud for food with my
whiskers! Be careful if you pick me up; my pectoral and dorsal fins have spines.
I may be a fish, but I do not have scales.
Ø What’s on the menu: Algae, plants, mollusks, insects, fish eggs, and fish.
Scientific Name: Ameiurus nebulosus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Freshwater Mollusks
Ø Fishy facts: I include many different species such as: snails, scallops, clams,
mussels and oysters. All species in the phylum Mollusca have a complete
digestive tract. Some species, such as the snail, have eyes, while others, such
as the clam, do not.
Ø What’s on the menu: Freshwater clams filter water to get their food; plankton
and algae. Snails use their radula to scrape up aquatic plants as they move.
Phylum: Mollusca

Cormorant
Ø Fishy facts: Did you know that you can find me in saltwater and freshwater?
When I see something I want to eat in the water, I dive in and propel myself
through the water with my feet. I can hold my breath for almost a minute
underwater!
Ø What’s on the menu: I enjoy eating fish, eels, and even water snakes.
Scientific Name: Phalacrocorax penicillatus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Aves

Chain Pickerel
Ø Fishy facts: I hide in the weeds and when hungry, I ambush my prey
with rapid lunges and very sharp teeth. I have a pattern on my sides
that resembles a chain-link fence.
Ø What’s on the menu: Small fish, worms, crayfish, frogs, mice, and
insects.
Scientific Name: Esox niger
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Mallard
Ø Fishy facts: I am a dabbling duck. When I want to eat, I tip myself beak first into
the water (my bottom points into the air) and the water filters through my beak so
I can harvest food from beneath the surface.
Ø What’s on the menu: Insects and plant matter.
Scientific Name: Anas platyrhynchos
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Aves

Insects
Ø Fishy facts: Whereas many aquatic insects eat plants, some like the nymph or
young stage of the adult dragonfly shown are predators mainly on other insects.
Some large nymphs can eat a small fish!
Ø What’s on the menu: Dead plant material, aquatic plants

Plankton
Ø
Fishy facts: Contrary to popular belief, I am not evil. Yes, I
may try to steal the Crabby Patty on SpongeBob SquarePants, but
in real life I help provide oxygen and food to many aquatic critters.
In a process called “photosynthesis,” I take in carbon dioxide and
water, and turn them into oxygen and sugar.
Ø What’s on the menu: Sunlight, carbon dioxide, and water.

Aquatic Plants
Ø I include all of the plants that live in the water. I help put oxygen and glucose
(energy) into the water by a process known as photosynthesis. Without me, fish
and other species would not survive. I am the beginning of the food chain and
also a source of food.

PUMPKINSEED
Ø Fishy facts: I have sharp spines on my dorsal fin, so be careful when handling
me. You can tell me apart from the bluegill because my gill flap is black with a
red or orange spot on it.
Ø What’s on the menu: Insects, mosquito larvae, snails, and smaller fish.
Scientific Name: Lepomis gibbosus
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Actinopterygii

Snapping Turtle
Ø Fishy facts: I am the state reptile of New York. In the wild, I can live for 30-40
years! I enjoy hanging out in the mud and basking in the sun. Be careful though,
my beak may not have teeth but it is powerful.
Ø What’s on the menu: Aquatic plants, invertebrates, fish, frogs, reptiles

(including snakes and smaller turtles), unwary birds and small mammals.
Scientific Name: Chelydra serpentina
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Reptilia

Sun
Ø I am the only star found in your solar system and am about 4.5 billon
years old! One hundred and nine Earths would be required to fit
across my belly, and I could fit over 1.3 million Earths inside it! I
provide energy to all the creatures on Earth; without me no one would
survive.

Red Eared Slider
Ø Fishy facts: I enjoy being in the water but on hot sunny days you can find me
sunning myself on a rock or log. If I see a predator coming my way, I will slide off
of the rock or log to hide. I am not native to this area, but many people had me as
a pet and then let me go into the wild.
Ø What’s on the menu: Aquatic plants, insects, and fish.
Scientific Name: Chrysemys scripta elegans
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Reptilia

Wood Duck
Ø Fishy facts: I like to make my nests in trees near water. After hatching,
the ducklings jump down from the nest tree and make their way to water.
Ø What’s on the menu: Berries, seeds and insects
Scientific Name: Aix sponsa
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Aves

Worms
Ø Fishy facts: I am squirmy and some of you might not want to touch me. Many
fish enjoy eating me so I am often used as bait. I live in the ground, and if it rains
a lot, you might find me squirming my way across your lawn.
Ø What’s on the menu: Leaf litter and detritus (aka dead material!).

Yellow Perch
Ø Fishy facts: You can tell me apart from other perch because I have 5 to 9 black
vertical bars on my sides. If you catch me, be careful of my sharp spines and gill
plates.
Ø What’s on the menu: Adult perch dine primarily on immature insects, larger
invertebrates, and the eggs and young of other fish.
Scientific Name: Perca flavescens
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Osteichthyes

