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The emergence of VHSV Genotype IVb in the Great Lakes Basin can be
characterized as a disease event where a new form of a pathogen
previously known in rainbow trout in Europe as well as a variety of
marine fish species was now infecting a variety of freshwater fish
species in North America for the first time. It is a pathogen that was
behaving quite differently from what is known from the literature.
There was a critical need to move reliable new information not only to
the scientific community, but also to the aquaculture community,
governmental fisheries managers as well as regulatory agencies.
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Since VHSV is an OIE (World Organization for Animal Health)
reportable pathogen, there was a particular urgency that only the best
information be presented in the most expeditious manner. To that
end, fish health specialists and fishery biologists in New York
partnered with our colleagues in New York Sea Grant, Rl Sea Grant, PA
Sea Grant and Lake Champlain Sea Grant, and the Northeast Regional
Aquaculture Center (USDA/NIFA) as well as with other groups, to
deliver an outreach effort that focused on VHSV and Aquaculture
Biosecurity in the Northeast Region of the United States.
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