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Overview

• Town of Greece Physical Setting
• Flood Smart Project
• Improving Flood Resiliency through 

participation in the National Flood Insurance 
Program and 

• The use of the Community Rating System 
(CRS) in improving Flood Resiliency.





Most Town of Greece 
Flood Insurance 
policies are for 
properties in close 
proximity to Lake 
Ontario.
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Lake Ontario Levels



Lake Ontario Levels



Lakeshore Dr. Sunday April 30, 2017 
Lake @ 248 Ft. with Wind From NE



Lakeshore Drive April 30th
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Flood Smart Communities
Stevie Adams, The Nature Conservancy

Jayme Thomann, Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council



• We represent a diversity of community types—from high density and 
commercial development to rural residential with agriculture

• We regularly experience flooding and are connected by streams that flow 
to the Braddock Bay Fish and Wildlife Management Area

• We have a strong history of collaboration and currently work together on 
Stormwater management activities through the Stormwater Coalition of 
Monroe County
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Study Recommendations 

1. Convene intermunicipal work group
• Meets regularly
• Is responsible for implementing the Flood Smart Action Plan 
• Provides a forum for communication and information sharing 
• Builds and maintains partnership and collaboration between Greece, Parma, and Hilton and upstream municipalities

2. Develop training requirements or program for municipal boards
• Power to protect development from the impacts of flooding
• Empower member with information

3. Adopt intermunicipal floodplain protection overlay district (POD)
• Acknowledges the upstream-downstream connection of communities 
• Requires additional and intermunicipal review of site plans for building permits 
• Includes floodplains not mapped by FEMA

4. Strengthen local flood damage prevention laws
• Commit to higher standards that will better protect people and assets
• Can also secure more Community Rating System points which benefits community resilience and flood insurance policy holders 

5. Convene agricultural interests
• Strengthen relationships with agricultural interests to protect this important component of the local economy
• Reduce flooding contributions from these lands.



Study Recommendations 

6. Educate at-risk property owners
• Help residents be more prepared so that they can respond to and recover from flooding more effectively

7. Prioritize and protect natural infrastructure
• Helps reduce impacts of flood events by storing water and releasing it more slowly to the stream network and groundwater
• Protect floodplains and wetlands that lie upstream of population centers so they continue to provide flood attenuation services

8. Share data with municipalities and the public
• Compiling GIS data and other data produced during this project
• Make info available to the public so it can used in decision making
• Improve communication by providing the same info to everyone

9. Utilize the Community Rating System
• A voluntary incentive program to exceed minimum NFIP requirements
• Improve public safety, reduce property loss, protect open space and natural resources, and recover better post-disaster 
• A discount of up to 45% off flood insurance premiums



• Participation is voluntary (non-participating communities may 
face sanctions that include loss of Federal aid for insurable 
buildings in the floodplains and homeowners will not be able 
to obtain conventional mortgages).

• In New York State:
 1471

• In Monroe County:
 1 City
 10 Villages
 19 Towns

All enrolled in the regular program.

Participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Program
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Monroe County AE Zone Properties
By Community



Local Floodplain Law Required
Existing Town of Greece Law

 Based on NYSDEC model from 
the 1990s

 Generally allows the filling of 
the Floodway Fringe

 Although the basic law is 
relatively lenient, it is closely 
scrutinized with planning and 
engineering review

“Higher Standard Law”

 Prohibits net Filling of Flood 
Plain

 Prohibits new buildings in the 
Floodplain

 Provides substantial CRS 
credit (1,000 points) for 
enactment and enforcement.



ELEVATION CERTIFICATE – Bottom Floor



A substantial Change !
Biggert -Waters Reform Act 2012

24 Billion NFIP Debt to the Treasury –close to                
borrowing limit –increased due to Sandy.

Actuarial premiums on sale of property and all non-
residential structures-sometime as much as 10 
fold increase.

2014 Homeowners Flood Insurance Affordability Act 
delayed implementation due to public outcry.



Goals of the CRS

• Reduce flood damage,

• Strengthen and 
support the insurance 
aspects of the NFIP, 
and

• Encourage a 
comprehensive 
approach to floodplain 
management.



Community Responsibilities

• Designate a CRS Coordinator
• Cooperate with the ISO/CRS Specialist 
• Implement CRS activities to degree desired
• Annual recertification & documentation
• Advise FEMA and ISO of program changes
• Maintain records, and FIRM maps forever



Program Benefits

• Reduced flood insurance rates
• Improved flood protection
• Enhanced public safety
• Improved Resiliency
• Technical assistance
• Accurate risk assessment
• Incentive to continue proper care

FORMER BANK
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IN SFHA Outside SFHA
1 4,500 45% 10%

2 4,000 40% 10%

3 3,500 35% 10%

4 3,000 30% 10%

5 2,500 25% 10%

6 2,000 20% 10%

7 1,500 15% 5%

8 1,000 10% 5%

9 500 5% 5%

10 0 0% 0%

* Subject to several conditions

*Premium ReductionCRS 
Class

Credit 
Points



Community Name
Current 

Class
1 Batavia, City of                    7
2 Freeport, Village of                7
3 Greece, Town of                     7
4 Long Beach, City of                 7
5 Middletown, Town of                7
6 Syracuse, City of                  7
7 Amherst, Town of                  8
8 Bayville, Village of                8
9 Bigflats, Town of                 8

10 Canandaigua, City of                8
11 East Fishklll, Town of             8
12 Elmira, City of                     8
13 Erwin, Town of                      8
14 Great Neck Estates, Village of      8
15 Harrison, Town of                   8
16 Mamaroneck, Village of              8
17 Margaretville, Village of          8
18 Moravia, Village of               8
19 Niagara Falls, City of            8
20 Scarsdale, Village of             8
21 Union, Town of                     8
22 Walton, Town of                     8
23 Walton, Village of                 8
24 Wellsburg, Village of               8
25 Ashland, Town of                 9
26 Chemung, Town of                   9
27 Chenango, Town of                   9
28 Corning, City of                    9
29 East Rockaway, Village of           9
30 Esperance, Town of                 9
31 Fleischmanns, Village of           9
32 Horseheads, Town of                9
33 Horseheads, Village of              9
34 Ilion, Village of                  9
35 Johnson City, Village of           9
36 Southport, Town of                 9



CRS Activities and Credit
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Elevation 
Certificates

 Map 
Information 
Service

Outreach 
Projects

Flood 
Protection 
Information

Open Space 
Preservation

Higher 
Regulatory 
Standards

Flood Data 
Maintenance

Stormwater 
Management

Floodplain 
Management 
Planning

Drainage 
System 
Maintenance Dams

Total 
Points

c310 c320 c330 c350 c420 c430 c440 c450 c510 c540 c630
New York 
Average 
Credit 67.3 134.8 66.1 28.4 106.0 243.7 74.1 55.0 22.9 85.1 58.7 979.2
New York % 
of 
Communities 100% 96% 85% 96% 81% 100% 85% 67% 22% 52% 100%

National 
Average 
Credit 68 140 99 45 182 291 97 111 129 201 63 1,528
National % of 
Communities 100% 93% 89% 92% 91% 99% 90% 90% 49% 78% 91%



CRS Scoring 
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Elevation 
Certificates

Open Space 
Preservation

Higher 
Regulatory 
Standards

Flood Data 
Maintenance

Stormwater 
Management

Drainage 
System 
Maintenance

Total 
Points Class

c310 c420 c430 c440 c450 c540

Greece 2014 112 528 219 112 150 195 1,549 8
Greece 2016 38 1,155                   204 140 167 207 1,940 7
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