
Climate Smart Communities Crosswalk

About the CSC Crosswalk Tool
The CSC Crosswalk tool is designed to show where there are potential overlaps between the Climate Smart Communities 
(CSC) Certification program and 6 water-focused programs in New York State. The goal is to help communities save 
time, energy, and money by exploring opportunities for achieving points for CSC certification actions. The tool is 
intended for communities who have or will complete activities or the requirements for these water-focused programs 
and want to advance their participation in the CSC Certification program. The tool consists of 8 PDF documents and 6 
online surveys.

Funding
Funding for this updated document was provided by the New York State Environmental Protection Fund under the 
authority of the New York Ocean and Great Lakes Ecosystem Conservation Act. The original version of this publication 
was a product resulting from project R/CHD-15 under award NA18OAR4170096 from the National Sea Grant College 
Program of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to the Research 
Foundation for State University of New York on behalf of New York Sea Grant.

Disclaimer
This tool was developed by Barton & Loguidice on behalf of New York Sea Grant. The statements, findings, conclusions, 
views and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of any of those 
organizations. The points listed are not guaranteed; rather, the tool identifies potential areas for points. Some CSC 
certification actions have sub-components and variable point levels, so there may be instances in which only one of a 
CSC certification action’s subcomponents overlaps with another program. In addition, some of the activities in the tool 
may need to be modified to be eligible for points under the CSC Certification program, especially where indicated. The 
places where potential synergies are indicated does not guarantee granting of points, nor are they endorsements by 
the associated state agencies for the CSC Certification program or related certification actions. The ultimate decisions 
about granting CSC points lie with the CSC reviewer.

In this Document
This particular matrix presents an overview of all 6 water resource programs included in the tool. It is intended to 
communicate how many certification actions within the CSC Certification program’s 10 Pledge Elements have synergies 
with the 6 water resource programs. Separate matrices are available that provided detailed information for each 
program, including the individual CSC certification actions that align with the various sub-components of each program.

New York Sea Grant		  https://seagrant.sunysb.edu/
Climate Smart Communities	 https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
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For more information, please contact 

Mary Austerman, New York Sea Grant, at 
mp357@cornell.edu.
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# of Relevant 
CSC Actions 
per Pledge 
Element:

    NYS DHSES FEMA NYS DEC NYS DOH & 
DEC NYS DOS NYS DEC   

1 Build a climate-smart community 1 1 0 1 0 1 4

2 Inventory emissions, set goals, 
and plan for climate action 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 Decrease energy use 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

4 Shift to clean, renewable energy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 Use climate-smart materials 
management 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

6 Implement climate-smart land use 0 7 2 6 8 3 26

7 Enhance community resilience to 
climate change 8 15 3 7 5 2 40

8 Support a green innovation 
economy 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

9 Inform and inspire the public 4 3 0 2 3 2 14

10 Engage in an evolving process of 
climate action 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

# of Relevant CSC Actions 
per Water Resource Program: 13 26 5 16 17 10
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