Sea Grant on
Sea Lamprey

In a new project tied to
Great Lakes fisheries, Isaac
Wirgin from the NYU School
of Medicine will examine
genetic diversity in sea
lamprey. These upstream
spawning, parasitic fish
have had a detrimental
effect on trout and salmon
for decades. With some
consideration being given to
phasing out chemical
applications for lamprey
control, non-chemical
approaches such as the
release of sterile males and
the construction of low-head
barrier dams are being
practiced. These dams
prevent the upward
migration of lamprey
without disrupting the
movement of other fish.
Information on their
reproductive strategy and
the degree of genetic
differences among Great
Lakes tributaries and
between Great Lakes and
Atlantic coast populations
should serve to enhance
eradication efforts and their
cost-effectiveness.
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