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$10.4M 5-Point Restoration Plan announced by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo September 2017

Long Island Shellfish Restoration Project (LISRP)

Largest Shellfish Restoration Project in New York State
Two-year Restoration Project for 2018 and 2019
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LISRP 5-Point Restoration Plan
1. Establish 5 shellfish sanctuary sites in Nassau 

and Suffolk Counties to improve water quality, 
mitigate HABs and restore native shellfish 
populations

2. Invest $7.25M in public hatcheries to increase 
shellfish seed production; Target 115M seed 
clams & 35M spat-on-shell oysters for planting 
in 2018 through 2019

3. $3.15M to purchase 12M adult clams from 
shellfish dealers and 16M by restarting Raritan 
Bay transplant program; Target of 28M clams

4. Establish Shellfish Restoration Council

5. DEC one-stop shop for permitting
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ESTABLISH 5 SHELLFISH SANCTUARY SITES
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Shellfish Stocking in Sanctuaries
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Investment in Public Shellfish Hatcheries
 $5.25M Grant to Suffolk County Cornell     

Cooperative Extension (CCE) to expand  
existing hatchery and produce and plant 
115M seed clams and 35M spat-on-shell 
oysters in established sanctuaries;

 $2M Grant program for municipalities and 
tribal nations to conduct public shellfish 
hatchery expansion projects: 

1. $1.6M Public Hatchery Improvement funds 
to increase shellfish production in existing 
hatcheries; $400K maximum award

2.  $400K Engineering Analysis funds to 
develop new or re-establish public shellfish 
hatcheries; $150K maximum award
Estimated 44M shellfish production
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Additional CCE Project Activities
 Construct and deploy up to 73 

Floating Upwelling Systems 
(FLUPSYs) at nursery sites across 
Long Island to grow out seed clams

 Public and private partners are 
needed to host FLUPSYs 

 Conduct field work for establishment 
of the 5 sanctuary sites between 
May through September (East to 
West; Shinnecock to Hempstead)

 Planting and monitoring of juvenile 
seed clams and spat-on-shell 
oysters in sanctuaries
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9Project Partners (DEC, Stony Brook University, Towns)
 DEC: Overall Project oversight; manage contracts for 

CCE and public hatcheries, purchase of adult clams from 
dealers and transplants for planting in sanctuaries, and 
procurements for monitoring of sanctuary sites;

 Coordinate delivery and planting of adult clams in 
sanctuaries with towns and Stony Brook University;

 Stony Brook University: Oversee planting of adult clams 
in sanctuaries with assistance from towns;

 Conduct monitoring at sanctuary sites for 5 years to 
evaluate water quality improvements and shellfish 
enhancement to demonstrate success of LISRP

 Towns: Host FLUPSYs and manage sanctuaries for 
restoration purposes; enforce as no harvest areas
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Shellfish Restoration Council
 Led by three Co-Chairs: Dr. Chris Gobler, 

Stony Brook Univ., Chris Pickerell, CCE 
and Pete Malinowski, Billion Oyster Project

 Provide guidance on the LISRP and 
recommendations on future restoration 
efforts in New York’s marine district 

 Coordinate training and education 
programs with various partners to support 
coastal resiliency and citizen science

 First meeting to be held in June

 Check DEC’s website for additional 
information on Council meetings and the 
LISRP  www.dec.ny.gov

Restore New York Shellfish 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/
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For Additional Information Contact:
Debra Barnes

NYSDEC
Division of Marine Resources

Bureau of Shellfisheries
debra.barnes@dec.ny.gov
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