Increasing and communicating an understanding of king salmon
benefits numerous stakeholders, including biologists, anglers,
and freshwater coastal communities

Tracking King Salmon in Lake Ontario with Pop-Off Satellite Tags

New York Sea Grant (NYSG) is involved in research
that is advancing the understanding of king salmon, a
fish that constitutes arguably the most important Lake
Ontario fishery, drawing anglers from around the
world and annually generating tens of millions of
dollars for local businesses and communities.
King salmon, also called Chinook salmon, were
stocked in Lake Ontario to control growing alewife
populations in the absence of native predators in the
1960s. King salmon grow larger in Lake Ontario than
any other Great Lake, reaching lengths of more than
3 feet and weights of 30-plus pounds.
Characterizing the movement and behavior of king
salmon is valuable information that can be used by
scientists, biologists, and anglers to enhance
understanding of fish behavior to support fisheries
management, and to locate and catch king salmon
more efficiently.
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“With this tagging process, the fish become lake
profilers. For example, data from the tags will
track how closely the salmon follow their water
temperature preferences (42-48°F in summer) and
when they choose to leave that preferred temperature
to enter either warmer or colder waters in search of
forage,” Watkins notes.
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