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Stony Brook gets algae bloom study funds

institutions researching new methods of monitoring and predicting harmful blooms caused by
Alexandrium and Dinophysis paralytic algae, NOAA said. The agency is expected to renew the grant
for two more years, for a total of $591,082.

"Eating shellfish tainted with toxins from these marine algae species can lead to paralytic shellfish
poisoning and diarrhetic shellfish poisoning in humans," NOAA said. "The project will investigate
advanced monitoring technologies and early-warning methods to help New York respond to a
growing toxic algae bloom problem that is a threat to public health and jobs that depend upon
harvesting and marketing of seafood."

The grants go to Stony Brook's School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences and research partners
at the New York Department of Environmental Conservation and a citizens volunteer group,
Phytoplankton Monitoring Network.

Part of NOAA's mission is to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources.
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